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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY MBS No.   IND-36     MAC^, 

HOUSE OF WIN CHIMNEYS (JOHN WEST    HOUSE) VS-TMD 

Address: 7607 Allisonville Road,  Indianapolis, Marion County 
Indiana. 

Present Owner:   C. E„ Gruber, 5835 Lawrence Drive, Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 
PAR.* tofts. Krt««- V-   Hec<r£ (    IVJ 

Brief Statement      Built in 1836, this one-story brick house is the 
off Significance:    oldest known house surviving in Marion County, 

Indiana, \ 7 

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORAMIION 

A. Physical History 

1. Original and subsequent owners: 
John West 1336-1359. 
Ambrose G. Ruddle    1859-1889. 
Ruben D.  Robinson    1889-1894 
Mary K.  Robinson    1S94-1909. 
William Bosson    1909-1933. 
Robert M.   and Richard M. Bosson    1933-1939. 
William G. Mastars    1939-1945. 
Edward R.  Grissell    1945-1957. 
C. E.  Gruber 1957-r 

2. Date of erection:    1836. 

3. Builder:     Designer owner,   John West. 

4. Source of information:    Interview with C. E. Gruber, 
5835 Lawrence Drive,   Indianapolis,  Indiana. 
Chain of title secured from property abstract. 

5. Notes on alterations and additions:    Original part of 
the house is the rectangular front block.    The first 
addition consisting of a kitchen, dining room, bedroom, 
bath and center hall added about 1875.    Second addition 
consists of 2 bedrooms and basement added about 1900. 
A furnace room was  also added beneath the first addition 
at this time and the old poured concrete foundations were 
extended to the new floor with concrete block.    A wooden 
garage was added at the back about 1928. 

B. Likely .Sources Not Yet  Investigated:    Families of former 
owners. 
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PART. II.  ARCHITECTimAL INFORMATION 

A.    General Statement 
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1. Architectural character:    This is a one-story,  brick 
house,  the oldest known house surviving in Marion County, 
with interesting,  original detail. 

2. Condition of fabric:    Excellent. 

B. Technical Description of Exterior 

1. Overall dimensions:    One story and partial basement, 
T-shaped, 1250 square feet,   front block !#'  x 33', 
rear wing 25'  x 32'. 

2. Foundations:     Original house,   stone and concrete. 
1st addition,  poured concrete.    2nd addition,  concrete 
block. 

3. Wall construction:    Solid Brick. 

4-    Chimneys:    Brick,  no liners.    Two chimneys on end walls 
of original part.    Covered with cement plaster. 

5. Openings: 

a. Doorways and doors: 6 panel doors-painted wood 
pilaster trim. 

b. Windows and shutters: Wood double hung windows, 
six light over six light sash. Wood, two panel 
shutters, painted. 

6. Roof: 

a. Shape, covering: Gable roof; original covering, 
wood shingles. Present covering, asphalt shingles. 

b. Eaves;     Boxed eaves. 

C. Technical Description of Interior 

1. Floor plans:    T-shaped with large single living room in 
original front unit.    Bedroom, dining room, bath and 
kitchen with center hall in first addition.    Two bed- 
rooms in second addition.    Basement under second addition 
and added under first addition at the same time. 

2. Stairways:     Stair to basement:    2x8 treads and stringers. 
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3. Flooring:    lt! x 6" walnut planks. MVXND 

4. Wall and ceiling finish:     Horsehair plaster 

5. Doorways and doors:    Wood,  6 panel doors.    Wood trim, 
painted. 

6. Trim:    Simple molded wood trim,  painted. 

7. Hardware:    Original wrought iron. 

8. Lighting:    Now has electricity, originally coal oil 
lamps or candles. 

9. Heating:    Originally fireplaces.    Now has central heat. 

D.    Site 

1. General setting and orientation:    Level site was formerly 
part of a farm, now in a suburban residential area.    The 
lot is pie shaped and the front is on a former state high- 
way.    Excellent neighborhood.     Front block faces west. 

2. Outbuildings:    Wood, 2-car garage,  Colonial style,   added 
about 1928. 

3. Walks:     Brick,  stone terrace in front, concrete porch 
at north side of first addition. 

4. Landscaping:     Comparatively modern.    Formerly surrounded 
by a fruit orchard.    Some trees still remain. 

Prepared by John W.  Carmack, Architect 
February 1959. 
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